we think, to awaken the Legislature to the necessity of revising the relations and duties of committees and proprietors of asylums. The power of the committee is, in our opinion, far too great and free from control. The proprietors of private asylums should be made to understand that in taking charge of a lunatic they are executing an important public trust, and that they are responsible to the public more than to the committee who consigns a lunatic to their charge.-ED. L. SIR C. BELL'S PAMPHLET.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-In your journal of last week there is a letter from Dr. Brown-Sequard in answer to mine of the 20th of July. I SIR,-The passing of the Medical Practitioners Act is, without comparison, the most important event in the history of our profession. Hitherto we have been like stray sheep without a shepherd. We had nobody to look to for protection. The Medical Act forms us into a recoguised, compact, homogeneous body, having a President and Council to represent us all in common, and through whom we can make the Government acquainted with our grievances, should any affect us. We may practise where we like, without hindrance, throughout Her Majesty's wide dominions; we have the means, by registration, of informing the public who we are and what we are; and we have it in our power, by a short and summary process, to sweep off all quacks and other medical vermin who prey and fatten on the ignorance and credulity of the people, to the detriment and discredit of the profession in general.
It is true that the Medical Act is not perfect in all its parts. One great imperfection in it is, that it does not repeal the apprentice clause in the Apothecaries' Act of 1815. But having succeeded in obtaining the present Act as a stepping-stone, we shall not experience the same difficulties as heretofore in rei medying such minor defects as may be found to remain in the laws relating to our profession. I Now, Sir, before the above-named privileges could be obtained the profession had to struggle with difficulties for very many years. Bills after bills were brought before Parliament, and rejected one after another. Indeed, the profession had at last become almost weary of the subject. Had it not been for Mr. Cowper's indomitable perseverance in our cause, the probability is that the last session, like former ones, would have closed without any progress having taken place in Medical Reform. It cannot be denied that it is to Mr. Cowper, assisted by a few other trusty members of the House of Commons, that we owe the new Medical Act. The question, then, presents itself-in what way are we to express our acknowledgement and thanks to those who fought our battle with such perseverance and success ? As nothing is more congenial to John Bull's feelings than a good dinner, I would suggest that Mr. Cowper, Mr. Walpole, Mr. Headlam, Lord Elcho, and some other members who have distinguished themselves in support of Medical Reform, be invited to a public dinner, given by as many of our brethren as value the importance of the privileges which the new Act confers upon them.
Should this suggestion be approved by the profession, or by a great proportion of its members, THE LANCET, by your leave, will be the proper medium through which their views may be made generally known to each other. If THE LANCET should think proper to take the matter in hand, there can be no doubt of its succeeding. Provided that the suggestion herein thrown out be approved of, perhaps the most convenient time to carry it into effect will be soon after the next meeting of Parliament.
With regard to Mr. Cowper's efforts on behalf of medical reform, I may be permitted to state that I have had many private interviews with him on the subject during the last three' years. He has always expressed himself as being most anxiouar to carry some measure that would do away with the anomaly of the old system. It need not be mentioned that the numerous obstructions he met with from the colleges and other bodies, both public and private, were such as to cast into despair any person of less perseverance. But Mr. Cowper has succeeded at last in his praiseworthy efforts, and it cannot be doubted that his name will descend to posterity in connexion with the SIR,-Believing that THE LANCET'S history is also that of Reform, I beg leave to make a few remarks on an abuse which. as gradually undermines as you endeavour to build up our noble profession-I mean the practice of engaging unqualified and uneducated assistants, men for the most part sprung from behind the counter. This practice is not only reprehensible, from the patronage it gives to quackery, but also from preventing young and qualified men from ably and successfully entering our benevolent ranks. Progress must be gradual; in.' Christianity; in the abolition of slavery ; in science we must advance step by step; and I do hope that as we have approximated a new era in medicine and surgery, we all of us will en-deavour, both positively and negatively, to advance, as far as in us lies, the science you have so ably vindicated. I do not speak invidiously with regard to unqualified men; but I could not conscientiously allow an uneducated elderly man to visit and prescribe for my patients, whether poor or rich, when a. young and energetic qualified man might be procured for the same remuneration. 
IS COD-LIVER OIL A MEDICINE OR AN ARTICLE OF DIET?
[THE following correspondence has been forwarded to us for publication :-] (COPY.) Crewkerne, July 19th, 1858. GENTLEMEN,-I shall be obliged by your informing mewhether a medical officer is bound to provide cod-liver oil forsuch cases as he considers advisable, or whether, being an article of diet more than of medicine, the guardians should provide it on the application of the medical officer. I find that it is usual in some unions for the guardians to supply it. SIR,-I am directed by the Poor-law Board to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th instant, and, in reply to your inquiry, to state that the Board consider cod-liver oil to be a medicine, and consequently that the medical officer is bound to supply it at his own expense, unless there be a special provision to the contrary in his contract.
If, however, at the time when you entered into an agreement with the guardians of the union for the supply of medicines and medical attendance on the poor, it was not understood that you were to supply cod-liver oil, the Board would be prepared to consider any recommendation which the guardiansr may make for an addition to your salary, on the understanding that you will in future provide the article at your own expense for the sick pauper patients under your care. for the new building.
